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We ran the overall, real-world, and machine-
learning tests. In the overall test, we see NOD32
earn a three for security and not a single one for
quality. With a single exception, it failed every

one of the machine learning tests. Of course, this
is a single laboratory test, so we decided to take
the test home for a closer look. We tried running

NOD32 on a test system with a dual-booted
Windows 10 and Windows 7 installation, using a
USB thumb drive for the images and a different
hard drive for the test data. In the case of a full

install, NOD32 always boots to the ESET Security
Center, which is a complete nuisance. However,
when you run the program from a USB thumb
drive, ESET Security Center is hidden and the

program seems to work fine. ESET included a few
options to control this behavior, and they did
something that the program's inbuilt menu is

obviously missing. The first option, Default
Behavior, controls whether ESET Security Center
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or the NOD32 Main Program is launched when
you launch ESET Security Center the first time.
You can make the choice based on how ESET

Security Center works for you, or you can always
keep the program in the background. The second

option is to defer quarantines until you
intentionally mark a file for quarantine. This

option is very useful, since most users won't feel
the need to do it until they notice a file that isn't
behaving right. The third and last option is the

Local Mode feature. I tried the program's Personal
Scan mode, used for more in-depth security
checks. In this mode you can visit websites

manually, select items you want to scan and
initiate the scan. ESET NOD32 Antivirus 12.2.23.0
is designed to adjust itself automatically to your

web-surfing habits. I like that, but the
implementation is less than perfect. For example,
I tried to restore a warning about a phishing site
one time, and instead logged into a non-phishing

site with identical content.
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